2017 ONA CONVENTION MEDAL

The image for the medal is from this picture of Berlin & Waterloo Street Railway Car #10. Car 10 was received from
the Ottawa Car Co. on March 23, 1906. This doubl e t
and seated 40. The car cost $6,400 CAD and entered service on April 17. It is shown here on King Street (Berlin,
later Kitchener) at what was then Foundry, later Ontario Street. The medal will be struck at the Mississauga Mint
Ltd., and will have our traditional obverse. See the NéDec. 2016 Ontario Numismatist issue for more history on

the B. & W.

[designed byJudy Blackmanmedal image byHenry Nienhui$

Medal mintages:
Silver: 40
Brass: 40

Copper: 100




2017 ONA CONVENTION MEDAL

[by Judy Blackmanmedal image byHenry Nienhui$

The idea for our 2017 ONA Convention Medal originated out of frustration with the road construction in preparation
for the Region of Waterloo Rapid Transit System which will connect the three major urban centres of the Cities of
Cambridge, Kitchener and Waterloo. The RTS consists of a Light Rail Transit (LRT) between Conestoga Mall in the
City of Waterloo and the Fairview Park Mall in the City of Kitchener (19km); a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) between
Fairview Park Mall in the City of Kitchener and the Ainslie Street Terminal in the City of Cambridge (17km), and 22
stops along the 36km transit corridor. The LRT features electric trains running along tracks in a rapidway separate
from regular traffic.

Having grown up in KV, | fondly remember trying to get on and off the electric trolleys running up King Street on
tracks. So it feels like we are turning back the clock, and once again we have tracks running up our busy streets.

The 2017 medal first design originated from this 1917 picture of the excursion organized by the local Board of
Trade and the Kitchener Manufacturers Association to explore the possible development of Port Dover as a
" commercial freight port, connected to the Lake Erie and Northern
Railway line. The electric street train traveled from Elmira and then
P stopped in Kitchener to pick up this group of businessmen. The
#4)l excursion was reported in the 16 and 17 October 1917 editions of
the Kitchener News Record and the 16 and 19 October 1917
! editions of the Kitchener Daily Telegraph. So this picture seemed
»“"?‘.'3! fitting given our convention would be in the 100th anniversary
§ year of this excursion. Unfortunately, the train is not prominent
il enough in this picture and a more suitable image was needed. The
! information pictures in this story are courtesy of the Kitchener
Public Library (esp. Karen BaRly at t 6 s Hi st ori cal
i€ TrainWeb.

The picture then chosen for the medal is from this picture of Berlin
& Waterloo Street Railway Car #10. Car 10 was received from the
., Ottawa Car Co. on March 23, 1906. This double trucked, double

{;,;;/-'ended 38066 car was of wood cons

~~ . cost $6,400 CAD and entered service on April 17. It is shown here

.. ¥ on King Street (Berlin, later Kitchener) at what was then Foundry,

‘J _ |ater Ontario Street.
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, Now remember this is a conceptual image of the reverse of the
medal, the mint production process may require some minor

2,7 % The medal will be struck at the
Mississauga Mint Ltd., and wil
have our traditional obverse.
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The Berlin and Waterloo Street Railway Company was incorporated in 1886, securing a twiveyyear charter and
franchise. The charter allowed the company to operate for twelve hours daily except Sunday. Principal owners of
the company lived in New York City and sent as their representative, Colonial Thomas M. Burt to build and manage
the line. Construction of a horse car railway was commenced almost immediately with the line opening for service
in 1888. Regular service was given with a horse car leaving each end of the line every half hour, when the weather
was good, and less frequent in the bad weather. Within a year, the company owned eight open and eight closed
cars, three large covered sleighs which were employed in the winter when the weather was at its worst, and
seventeen horses. The car barns and stables were located at the end of the line, just above Cedar Street (later this
portion was renamed Bridgeport Road) on the east side of King Street, in Waterloo. In Berlin (renamed Kitchener in
1916), the line ended at Scott Street. A branch line also extended from King Street to the Grand Trunk Railway
station (later Canadian National Railways), near the intersection of Victoria and Weber Streets, Berlin. Originally
the track for the horse car line was located along the north side of King Street.

In 1895, service was greatly improved when the line was electrified. The tracks were also relocated to the centre of
the street. Three former closed horse cars were modified for electric operation by having vestibules added and the
necessary electrical equipment installed. The first electric car ran on May 18, 1895. So if the cars for the new LRT
arrive in time to start running in 2017, it will be 122 years after the first original!

The converted horse cars proved unsuitable as electric cars and the condition of the trackage was becoming
critical. The management, however, was willing to spend the monies necessary to upgrade the system. As a
result, the company was sold in 1896 to a new group headed by E. C. Breithaupt. This new management
immediately purchased two open and two closed car bodies from the General Electric Company of Peterborough,
Ontario, along with two Peckham trucks. The trucks were placed under the open cars for summer operation, being
switched to the closed bodied cars each winter. Power for the electric cars was supplied by the electric plant of the
Berlin Gas Company which was located at Charles and Gaukel Streets. This plant remained in operation until May
28, 1958.

Early in 1905, power for the street railway no longer came from the Berlin Gas Company, but from a new steam
power house that was built at the corner of King Street and Albert Street (later renamed Madison Avenue) in Berlin.
A new carbarn was also built at this same location, replacing the original Waterloo carbarn, as the line had been
extended from Scott to Albert Street the previous year.

In 1906, the Berlin Town Council instituted a move to take over the street railway. After a session of hearings that
lasted most of the summer, Berlin was given permission December 29, 1906 to purchase the street railway.

However, it was not until May 1, 1907 that the town actually acquired the railway, at a cost of $83,200 CAD, after

voters approved the purchase.

Four cars were added to the fleet the following year, one new and three secérachd. The new car, #10, was
assigned to carry mail from the post office on King Street, Berlin, to the railway station. There the mail was
transferred to the steam railway.

During 1910, the line was double tracked from Water Street to Albert Street. More double tracking was done in
later years. 1910 also saw hydroelectric power come to Berlin, thanks to Sir Adam Beck. The street railway began
using power supplied by the Ontario Hydro Electric Power System in October of that same year. By June 1913, the
Berlin & Waterloo Street Railway had 5.09 miles of track and a fleet of 19 cars.

The Preston & Berlin Street Railway (renamed the Grand River Railway in 1914) began operating into Berlin on
October 6, 1904. The P. & B. had its trackage on a marginal rigifitway along the south side of King Street to a
point just east of Stirling Avenue where the freight line split off in a sodtlest direction on a private rightf-way.

The passenger line swung to the centre of King Street and continued west to Albert Street, and from there through
downtown Berlin to Water Street sharing trackage with the street railway. This practice was discontinued in 1921
when the Grand River Railway put larger cars into service with the conversion from 600 to 1500 volt operation.
The Grand River Railway constructed a new aff line from Kitchener Junction to Courtland Avenue where it
rejoined the freight line.
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